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DETAILED ACTION 
Note to Applicant 

Art Units 2611, 2614 and 2617 have changed to 2623. Please make all future 
correspondence indicate the new designation 2623. 

Claims 1-9 canceled. 
Claims 10 and 23 amended. 
Claims 11-22 and 24-29 unamended. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10-29 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Although a new ground of rejection has been used to address additional 
limitations that have been added to claims 10 and 23, a response is considered 
necessary for several of applicant's arguments since reference Collings, will continue 
to be used to meet several claimed limitations. 

The applicant argues on page 7 third paragraph "However, Collings do[es] not 
teach selecting a program such that the selected program is unblocked. The system of 
Collings requires that to watch a restricted program one must disable all applicable 
blocking functions to the specified program." 
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The examiner notes in Column 17 lines 20-32 of Collings temporarily disabling 
one or more blocking features, one of the features including the blocking of a specific 
program "Program Block." 

The applicant argues on page 8 second paragraph "This is unlike the present 
invention which blocks programs upon completion of the selected program according to 
the original at least one user profile. Therefore, Collings neither discloses nor suggests 
"whereby upon completion of said selected program, said supervisor control system 
identifies images to be blocked according to said at least one viewer profile..."" 

The applicant notes in Column 3 lines 11-16 teaches user preferences/profile 
having viewing control levels. Column 17 lines 1-32 of Collings teaches temporarily 
disabling one or more blocking features, one of the features including the blocking of a 
specific program "Program Block." The American Heritage College dictionary 4*^ 
addition teaches the definition of "temporary: Lasing, used, serving, or enjoying for a 
limited time." A program has a start and end time so a blocked program is only 
unblocked for the length of the program while it is being aired, and once the program is 
done airing the profile viewing control levels would be returned to normal and block the 
program. 

In response to applicant's arguments from the last paragraph of page 8 to 1 1 
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against the references individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking 
references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. 
See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 
F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 



Claim Objections 

Claim 18 recites the limitation "said at least one" in referring to the override list. 
This should be changed to "said override" list. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10-17, 19, 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



unpatentable over Ceilings (U.S. 5,828,402) in view of Ford (U.S. 6,181 ,364). 
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Regarding claim 10, Collings discloses a video signal processor for producing an 
output signal suitable for coupling to a display device 22 to produce a plurality of images 
for display to at least one viewer (Column 3, lines 17-31). 

Collings discloses a supervisor control system 20 operable by a supervisor to 
create at least one viewer profile (profile: Column 16, lines 50-67) identifying programs 
to be blocked from display to the at least one viewer (Column 3, lines 5-16). 

Collings discloses the supervisor control system 20 operable by the supervisor to 
select a specific program having a rating above a set rating for blocking programs 
applicable to the viewer profile such that the select program is unblocked while the other 
of said plurality of images for display are blocked (one or more features unblock [time 
and program unblocked]: Column 17, lines 1-32), whereby completion of the selected 
specific program, the supervisor control system 20 identifies programs to be blocked 
according to the at least one viewer profile (one or more features unblock [time and 
program unblocked]: Column 17, lines 1-32 teach temporarily disabling the blocking 
features according to a channel which means that all other programs except that 
channel will still be blocked; also see set and save threshold: Column 17, line 49- 
Column 18, line 4). 

However, Collings fails to disclose the supervisor control system 20 identifies 
images to be blocked according to the at least one viewer profile. 

Ford discloses identifying images (Column 5 lines 8-25) to be blocked according 
to the at least one viewer profile (Column 2lines 6-14 teaches user defined rating 
settings which means a profile exists). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Ceilings to identify images to be blocked 
according to at least one viewer profile as taught by Ford for the benefit of blocking 
objectionable video scenes. 

Regarding claim 11, depending on claim 10, Collings in view of Ford discloses 
the images (Ford: Column 8, lines 45-64) correspond to programs and the viewer profile 
identifies programs to be blocked from display to the at least one viewer (Collings: 
Column 17, lines 8-32; figures 5B and 5H). 

Regarding claim 12, depending on claim 10, Collings in view of Ford discloses 
the images (Ford: images) correspond to channels and wherein the viewer profile 
identifies channels to be blocked from display to at least one viewer (Collings: Column 
17, lines 8-32; figures 5B and 5G). 

Regarding claim 13, depending on claim 10, Collings in view of Ford discloses 
the viewer profile identifies at least one time period during which all images are to be 
blocked from display to the viewer (Collings: Column 17, lines 8-32; figures 5B and 51). 

Regarding claim 14, depending on claim 10, Collings in view of Ford discloses an 
override list (Collings: Column 17, lines 20-32; figure 58) is formed including a selection 
of a plurality of programs (Collings: delete program(s) from list to unblock: Column 19, 
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line 52-Column 20, line 6; figure 5H) having a rating above a set rating for blocking 
programs applicable to the viewer profile by a user and the override list is applicable to 
at least one corresponding viewer profile such that at lest one image (Ford: images) to 
be blocked according to the viewer profile is unblocked and at least one other image not 
blocked according to the viewer profile is blocked (Ceilings: user overrides one label to 
'allow' and overrides another label to 'block': figure 5E; also see Column 17, lines 1-32). 

Regarding claim 15, depending on claim 14, Ceilings discloses the override list 
(figure 5B) is temporarily applied to at least one viewer profile (Column 17, lines 1-32). 

Regarding claim 16, depending on claim 14, Ceilings discloses the override list is 
applied for a period of time specified by the supervisor (suspend for 1 hour: Column 17, 
lines 20-32). 

Regarding claim 17, depending on claim 14, Ceilings discloses the override list 
includes at least one override selected from the group comprising at least one channel 
override, at least one time period blocking override, at least one rating blocking 
override, at least one program override, at least one total view time override (Column 
17, lines 20-32; figure 5B). 

Regarding claim 19, depending on claim 14, Ceilings discloses the control 
system 20 operable by the supervisor to create a plurality of override lists (more than 
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one feature) applicable to the at least one viewer profile (Column 17, lines 20-32; figure 
5B). 

Regarding claim 21, depending on claim 10, Ceilings discloses the supervisor 
control system 20 for producing an output signal includes at least one item selected 
from the group comprising: television receiver, VCR tuner (Column 3, lines 17-30). 

Regarding claim 22, depending on claim 14, Ceilings discloses a display to a 
viewer a blocking status based upon the override list (figure 5B). 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ceilings 
in view of Ford in further view of Sullivan et al. (U.S. 204/0040034 A1). 

Regarding claim 18, depending on claim 14, Ceilings teaches an override list, 
but, Collins and Ford fail to disclose at least one list is applicable to a plurality of viewer 
profiles. 

In an analogous art Sullivan teaches wherein said at least one list is applicable to 
a plurality of viewer profiles (1I[0036] teaches an age group of children can have 
different parental controls of other age groups. The individual children in the age group 
have a common profile of being a certain age and the same parental control settings/list 
apply to all the children with the age profile). 
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At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious for one skilled in 
the art to modify the combined methods of Collings and Ford with the signal control 
settings for children each having a profile of being a certain age of Sullivan for the 
purpose of being able to easily modify the parental control settings for a group that are 
always the same. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Collings 
in view of Ford in further view of West et al. (U.S. 5,550,575). 

Regarding claim 20, depending on claim 10, Collings and Ford fail to teach 
wherein said control system is operable by said supervisor to create a plurality of 
override lists applicable to a plurality of viewer profiles. 

In an analogous art West teaches said control system is operable by said 
supervisor to create a plurality of override lists applicable to a plurality of viewer profiles 
(Column 5 lines 30-40 teaches multiple user profiles each having there own levels of 
censorship, Also Column 7, lines 29-40 and Column 14, lines 16-37). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Collings in view of Ford to have a plurality of profiles as 
taught by West so the parent can specify the level of viewing for each member of a 
household that has different age groups. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 23-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ceilings (U.S. 5828402). 

Regarding claim 23, Ceilings discloses in a video signal processing system for 
producing an output signal suitable for coupling to a display device to produce images 
to be displayed to at least one viewer (Column 3, lines 17-31 , Figure 1 and Figure 2), a 
method for blocking viewing by at least one viewer (Column 17 lines 1-32) comprising 
the steps of; 

creating a viewer profile identifying images to be blocked for a corresponding 
viewer (Column lines 11-16 teaches blocking of programs according to a viewer, The 
blocking of programs for a viewer is a viewer profile that is being modified); 

selecting a program having a rating above a set rating for blocking programs to 
be applied to said viewer profile so as to allow said corresponding viewer to view said 
selected program (Column 17 lines 1-32 teaches a user disabling a program block 
temporarily); 
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Monitoring blocking of the other of said innages to be displayed according to the 
viewer profile (Column 17 lines 58-67 teaches the system blocking an incoming video 
signal because a value was exceeding a threshold, in order for the system to block the 
signal it has to monitor the signal); and 

monitoring blocking of viewer of all images according to the viewer profile upon 
completion of said selected program (Column 17 lines 20-32 teaches the word 
temporarily disabling the blocking of video signals for a program and Column 58-67 
teaches monitoring). 

Regarding claim 24, Ceilings discloses forming the override list (Figures 5B-5I) 
and the user preference information is stored in non-volatile memory 58 (Column 13 
lines 7-25; Column 17 lines 58-60). 

Regarding claim 25, depending on claim 24, Ceilings teaches a step of specifying 
a time period for application of said override list to said viewer profile (Column 17, lines 
20-32 teaches Unblocking a channel for one hour). 

Regarding claim 26, depending on claim 24, Ceilings teaches including a step of 
applying said override list to said viewer profile at the start of said specified time period 
and stopping application of said list to said viewer profile after expiration of said 
specified time period (Column 17 lines 20-32 teaches the temporarily disabling a 
blocking feature or features list and a Program being unblocked; After the program is 
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done airing, which is a specified time period, the blocking features that would normally 
block the program would be activated). 

Regarding claim 27, depending on claim 23, see rejection of claim 11. 

Regarding claim 28, depending on claim 23, see rejection of claim 12. 

Regarding claim 29, depending on claim 23, see rejection of claim 13. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this comnnunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter C. Wilder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2826. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM - 4PM Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571)272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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